
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 September, 2019
Between 7.30pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present – Ruth Appleby – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols, Gemma Cook, George Peto, Steven Farrell
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Gary Rogerson, Raymond Ward, Muriel Ward + 1 further 
parishioner

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Shone
2. Declarations of interest – Cllr Appleby item 7a.  Cllr Peto items 5c & 8f
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr John Riddle was unable to attend

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk advised that the next round of the Small Grants Fund would
shortly be open for applications and encourage all to share across the community. Details with a link 
would be available on the Ray Windfarm as well as Parish Council website. The Clerk also reported that 
Otterburn achieved the target of 50% interest in the hyper-fast broadband. As such B4RN were drawing 
up the plans for roll-out that should be presented to the communities within the Ray Windfarm catchment 
area later this month.        
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk confirmed that Neil Snowdon (NCC) had advised the 
work on safety aspects for footpaths along the main road in Otterburn will happen this financial year.   
c) item 5c: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Chair advised she had not as yet been able to complete 
the application but would do so. Cllr Farrell advised he had not as yet received the application and the 
Clerk confirmed he would chase this up.   
d) item 5d: Revitalising Redesdale update: There was nothing to update this month but the next Steering 
group meeting was on 18 September.      
e) item 5e: Footpath connecting Willow Green to Children’s Play Area: The Clerk provided details he 
had received from Gibson & Co Solicitors. The resolution was agreed by all Councillors and the Land 
Registry transfer signed and witnessed. 
f) item 5g: Otterburn street lights: The Clerk advised that despite sending numerous emails and been 
promised responses nothing had as yet been received. He reported that he would continue chasing and 
escalate to Cllr Riddle if necessary.   
g) item 5i: Plans for Otterburn 2019 and beyond: Cllr Cook provided details from a meeting with the 
Phoenix Club. She advised that after the summer holidays she should have more time to take matters 
forward with other groups in the Parish and gain more feedback. 
h) item 8d: Dog mess dispensers and signage: Disappointment was expressed over the broken dog poo 
bag dispenser located alongside the road to RTC. It was recognised this had been a popular one and well 
used but give the risk of a replacement also being vandalised it was agreed there was little point in 
replacing with another slate dispenser. It was agreed the Clerk would investigate to see if there was any 
alternatives that could be used. 

6. Finance
a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for August & September, 2019: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses 
of £19.85 for Dog mess signs was agreed.
b) Parish Council budget update and adoption of 2018-19 accounts: The Clerk provided details following
submission of the 2018-19 audit and it was recommend and agreed to adopt these.
c) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass cutting: The Clerk advised he had not received a recent 
invoice but confirmed an invoice of £234.00 had been paid since the last meeting following agreement of 
the Councillors. 
d) Payment of invoice to Gibson & Co Solicitors: It was agreed to pay the invoice for £253.50. It was 
highlighted that this was 50% of the Parish Council fees for the conveyance of the footpath from Willow 
Green to the Play Area as the land owner had agreed to pay the remainder.
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e) Donation request from St John’s Church: Whilst the Councillors agreed to make a £100.00 donation 
towards the graveyard and clock upkeep it was agreed not to contribute towards the repair of a 
gravestone. Cllr Farrell advised he objected to the donation.   

7. Planning – 
a) 19/02090/FUL: Side extension to existing dwelling to form two additional bedrooms: Mount View 
Cottage, Burn View Drive, Willow Green, Otterburn, NE19 1BA: Cllr Appleby took no part in the 
discussion that was agreed by the other Councillors.  
b) 19/01905/ADE: Advertisement consent for printed steel advertising sign mounted on two coated 
hollow tubes, located within property curtilage, inside the front boundary wall. The sign advertises bed &
breakfast accommodation provided at the property (retrospective): The Old Post Office, Otterburn, 
Ne191NP: This application was considered between meetings and the Councillors felt they were unable 
to support it as they believed it was too large for the location and not in keeping with the neighbourhood.  
c) 19/02281/FUL: Retrospective application for the siting of 1no. Shepherds Hut: land south west of 
Closehead, Otterburn: The Councillors agreed to support this application.

The Clerk presented a further application received that day. 19/03437/VARYCO: Variation of condition 2 
(approved plans) pursuant to approved planning application 17/042024/FUL in order to install a cabinet: 
Otterburn Water Treatment Works, Otterburn, NE19 1JE: After review of the paperwork the Councillors 
agreed to support the application.

8. New Business
a) Stone seat at Millennium Green: Cllr Farrell advised there had been no progress but he was waiting a 
response to the proposal for repair and relocation.        
b) Friday night club:  Cllr Farrell advised that whilst there was no progress as yet he had been approached
by several people suggesting it was a good idea. 
c) Flashing speed warning signs: The Clerk advised there was a meeting on 5 September with 
Northumbria Water to discuss the legacy and that previously this matter had been highlighted. There was 
discussion regarding the most appropriate location if new flashing signs could be provided.  
d) Local Transport Programme 2010-21  :   The Clerk provided details of the criteria. There was discussion 
about the possibility of having a 20mph restriction in both Brierley Gardens and Willow Green. 
Additionally a 40mph restriction was suggestion to start before the RTC before the 30mph at the Willow 
Green junction.  A possible lay-by at the toilets was also highlighted as a possibility although there was 
uncertainty this would meet the criteria.
e) Work at the Children’s Play Area: Cllr Farrell advised he would look to do these jobs.   
f) Rural Crime: The Clerk highlighted the letter received from the Police & Crime Commissioner. It was 
agreed that a specific meeting with all four local parishes would be the best way forward. 
g) Maintenance of public seating: It was agreed that one of the recently renovated seats should be 
relocated at the entrance of Percy’s Cross. Cllr Farrell advised that he may be able to acquire a metal seat 
and would update. He also advised that the seats in the Millennium Green really needed replacing. 
h) Otterburn public toilets: Reference was made to the email the Clerk shared from NCC asking if the 
Parish Council would take on the cost and responsibility of the public toilets. NCC advised the annual 
cost was approximately £6,500 that would mean doubling the precept. All Councillors agreed this could 
not be justified however highlighted that as the toilets were seen as strategic toilets due to there being no 
more along the road from Ponteland to Jedburgh NCC must keep them open and well maintained. 
i) Repairs to section of the Otterburn Trail: The Clerk provided an update on the work starting that week.
j) River restoration works at Smoutel Ford: The Clerk provided an update on work due to start as part of 
the Revitalising Redesdale work
k) Otterburn flooding actions: Cllr Peto provided an update following conversation with Guy Opperman 
MP when he visited Otterburn after the floods. He advised that a Flood Warden would be in touch to 
provide guidance and a representative would be able to attend either October or November meeting.
l) Annual Town and Parish Conference: As all Councillors had commitments it was agreed there would 
be no attendance this year.
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m) Appearance of the Council Depot: Cllr Peto highlighted the poor state of the Depot as well as weeds 
growing in the road gullies across the village. He advised he had email NCC and was waiting a reply.

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Farrell suggested that the hedge at the Millennium Green required cutting back. It was agreed the 
Clerk would contact Chris Mowatt to arrange for this to be done.
b) Cllr Farrell advised he had spoken to Ivan at the Castle regarding the need for the ivy and shrubs to be 
cut back alongside the road but this had not happened yet. It was agreed the Clerk would make contact.
c) Cllr Peto advised that there was a strong smell of sewage from the septic tank outlet at the Otterburn 
Hall. He advised he had sent emails regarding the matter and that the Environmental Agency was 
investigating the matter.
  
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 1 October, 2019 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
Meeting closed 8.45pm       

At the ‘surgery’ the following matters were raised.
 Concern was highlighted that the village was looking untidy. Specific reference was made to the 

toilets and it was suggested that perhaps as part of the Friday Night Club the weeds and shrubs in 
the toilet area could be cut back.

 Reference was made to a log wagon that was parked on the road side, most often at night and at 
the weekends that made it difficult to pass. 

 Reference was made to the Otterburn Trail. Whilst the work was welcomed it was hoped that 
railings would be put in place along the steep edges as a safety barrier.
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